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Reverend Brethren, 


H E N, upon the Death of my pious Prede- = 
ceſſor, (now with God) His MAJESTY was = 
>raciouſly pleas d to nominate me his (how- 5 
ever unworthy) Succeſſor, and thereby place 
me in ſo near, and adyantageous a Relation _ 
towards you, I was inclin'd to defer calling you together, 1 I 
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ill this Year ; fince T underſtood, by that means, this Meet- 
ing would colncide with that Period of Time, in which 
according to the Cuſtom of this Dioceſe you were to expect 
an Epiſcopal Viſitation : For, as Aſſemblies of this kind are 
always attended with Trouble and Expenſe, I have long 


thought they ſhould not be more frequently repeatedꝭ than 
Neceſſity, or Prudence, with regard to the Circumſtances of 


the Times, and of thoſe chiefly concern d, might ler them 


really uſeful. 
And now that the Share I am at preſent to ho in this 
Work may prove (if may be) of this Nature, I ſhall apply 


myſelf to you, both as Miniſters of the Goſpel in general, 


2 


and of This Church in particular, that ſo, having always 


printed in your Remembrance, of what Dignity, and of how 
great Importance to Mankind your Function is, you may be 


the more effeQually animated to a faithful conſcientious Diſ- 


75 charge of it: And from the Conſideration of its ſuperior 


Utility to all other Inſtitutions whatever, may be able to con- 
vince the World, that both our Holy Religion, and thoſe 
who are lawfully appointed to preach it, deſerve a better 
Treatment, than they too frequently meet with from. too 
many 1n it. 

The various Ways, in which the Enemies of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and Prieſthood have endeavour'd to ruin the credit of 
both, is a Fa& you are too much intereſted in to be igno- 
rant of: Alas! zheſe Things are not done in a Corner; their 
Sound is gone out into all the Land, and the Havock and 
Deſolation they have there made is too great to be hid. 


Since then, (notwithſtanding the Goodneſs of our Cauſe is 


ſuch, that it does Honour to its Adyocates) there are too 
few found willing to undertake the Defenſe of it, it cannot 
be deem d an Offenſe to the Rules of Deceney „and Pro- 


© mas 


1 


e if on ſuch an Occaſion as this, we attempt to 11 


our own Cauſe — by briefly ſhewing that the Inſtitution of 
the Chriftian Miniſtry is calculated for the worthieſt Ends and 


Purpoſes, from the great Benefit the World has in Fact re- 


ceived, and may ſtill receive from a prudent affectionate Dif- 


charge of it. | 

And here (that I may not be ſuſpected of Partiality in 
Cauſe that requires nothing but Juſtice) TI ſhall offer the 
Teſtimony of a Writer in this Matter, (whoſe Penetration 
and Judgment in Men and Things are confeſſedly great) who 
had no perſonal ſeparate Intereſt to prepoſſeſs him in fayour 


of that Eftabliſhment, or any Motives to engage him in the 


juſt Defenſe of it, but what muſt ariſe from a generous Loye 
of Truth, and a beneyolent Spirit to Mankind. — That a 
e numerous Order of Men (ſays this Writer) ſhould be con- 
c ſecrated to the Study of the moſt ſublime, and beneficent 
“ Truths, with a Deſign to propagate them by their Diſ- 


| « courſes, and Writings; to inform their Fellow Creatures of 
the Being, and Attributes of the Deity; to poſſeſs their 
Minds with the Senſe of a future State; and not only to 


« explain the Nature of every Virtue, and moral Duty, but 


“ likewiſe to perſwade Mankind to th Practiſe: of them by 


« the moſt powerful, and engaging Motives, is a thing ſo ex- 


« cellent, and neceſſary to the Well-being of the World, that 


No- body but a modern Freethinker could have the F ore- 
„ head, or Folly to turn it into Ridicule.“ 


This, without doubt, is an amiable Image of the Chriſtian 
Prieſthood ; but that the ingenious Author has not herein 


ſhewn himſelf 2 greater Friend to us, than he has to Truth, 
or amus'd himſelf with an agreeable Speculation, which had 
no correſpondent Facts to ſapport it, we might appeal to 


the Primitive Preachers of the Goſpel (if this Age ſhould 
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be thought unhappily to want 3 Proofs thereof) by 
whoſe Labours Mankind were. brought not only to a Know- 
"ledge of God, and Profeſſion of Faith in Chriſt, but per- 


| ed alſo to live according to their Faith: And herein in- 
deed conſiſted chiefly the great Bleſſing the World was to re- 


ceive by the Inſtitution; it is the great Change it was de- 
ſign d to work in Men's A and Converſations which makes 
it truly yaluable ;— accordingly we obſerve from Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiftory, that as many as were at firſt conyerted to the Be- 
lief of Chriſtianity were converted to the Practice of it: 


They were eminent for their Virtue and Holineſs ; they 


reſted not in outward Profeſſions and Appearances, but mani- 
feſted their Faith by their Works, and did Honour to their 


Teachers, not only by hearing the Law, but by doing it: 
Being perſwaded by the preaching of the Word of God, 


(ays the Apologiſt) We not only believe, but live; we, 
« who were before addicted to filthy Luſts embrace the 
« ſtricteſt Chaſtity ; we, who before valued Riches, and Poſ- 
ſeſſions above all Things, have now all Things in Com- 
mon diſtributing to every Man according to his need; we, 
who by Hatred and Murders mutually rag'd 22ainſt each 
other, and refus'd to converſe with thoſe who were not 
of our own Tribe, ſince the preaching of Chriſt to the 
World, laying aſide all Bitterneſs, we live lovingly toge- 
ther, we pray for our Enemies, and for the Converſion 
of thoſe that unjuſtly hate. us.” By this faithful Account 


wee find, that, as the Chriſtian Miniſtry was appointed for the 
moſt beneficial Purpoſes, ſo the Succels thereof happily an- 


ſwer'd the End: — The World was hümaniz'd, enlighten'd, 


reform d; This was the Victory that overcame the World, 


Piety to God, Peace and univerſal good Will towards men; 
Theſe were : the Atchicycments, Theſe the Trophies of this 
deſpis d 
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deſpis'd Order of Men: The World ſure might forgiye us 


this only Injury. 


The Welfare, the ws the Felicity of Mankind 
are, or ought to be, the laudable Intent of every wiſe Inſti- 
tution, and Eſtabliſment amongſt Men; in proportion as theſe 


are calculated to anſwer this great End, ſo are they worthy of 


more, or leſs Honour, and Encouragement : This is a Propoſi- 


tion fo evident, that no Man who loves, or knows Mankind 
can diſpute. May we not then with the Words of Truth 
and Soberneſs magnify our Office ? will, can any Profeſſion, 


however uſeful, however honourable, contend this Prize with 


the Chriſtian Prieſthood? Nay, (we are Fools perhaps for 
_ boaſting, but are we not compelld to it?) will even Govern- 


ment, and Civil Laws themſelves, (to whoſe Care and Provi- 


| dence the World owes great Quietneſs, and by whoſe Admi- 


niſtration many worthy Deeds are done to the Nations of the 
Earth, which ought at all Times, and in all Places to be ac- 
cepted with all Thankfulneſs) yet even here may we not 


without Arrogance in our Cauſe, or the Imputation of the 


Crime of Læſæ M. lajeftatis claim our Dues ? 

The true Light in which theſe Points are to be exhibited 
to the View of prejudic'd Men, is, ſeriouſſy to conſider — 
what is the End, which Civil Laws and Magiſtrates, Reli- 


gion and its Preachers, either reſpe&ively propoſe, or can 
attain: Thus ſituated, Men would ſoon diſcover the true 
Rule' of judging in this Caſe: Do they help to civilize and 


make Men ſocial? Do they prohibit and reſtrain Men from 
doing Evil one to another? Do not we do more? (our Ene- 


mies themſelves being Fudges) The Laws we preach forbid 
not only to do, but to think Evil to our Neighbour: Are 


they employ'd in forming the outward Man? our Care is to 


reform the Heart: 15 they require Juſtice? we exact 


Love, | 


[8] 
Love, Benignity, and the doing to all as we would be done 
by: Do They claim Obedience for Wrath's Sake? We 
preis it from a ſurer Principle, —That of Conſcience: Do they 
enſorce their Will by temporal Conſiderations? knowing the 
Terrors of the Lord we perſuade Men: In a Word, to the 
eternal Diſparagement of Legal Righteouſneſs, tis certain, a 
Man may be, as touching the Law, blameleſs, and yet, not- 


withſtanding any Obligation ariſing from that, omit all the 
eſſential Offices of Humanity, ſuch as Love, Compaſſion, 


and Beneficence, Sc. which, as Seneca ſays, Extra publicas 
tabulas ſunt, which the "lk of Man, neither require; or can 
enforce ; and conſequently, tho' in the Senſe of the Law he 
may anſwer the Character of a good Subject, one, Qui Con- 
ſulta Patrum, Qui Leges Juraque ſervat, yet may notwith- 
ſtanding be in Reality, and in the Eye of Religion a very 
bad Man: Indeed the Civil Magiſtrate has in all Ages been 
ſo ſenſible of the Defe& of human Laws, that he has always 
call'd in the Aid of Religion the better to obtain his End; 
but how can Religion be of any publick Service unleſs * 
be publickly taught? and how ſhall it be ſo taught, unleſs 
there be Perſons properly ordain d, and ſet a- part to the 
Office, as well as the Civi iltrate is publickly and ſo- 
lemnly appointed to His? Theſe Things are fo ſelf- evident, 
that I have always wonder d how any Man could keep up 
the Character of being a Friend to Civil Government, who 
is avowedly none to the Chriſtian Religion, and Prieſthood: 
Behold then the wide Diſproportion between both the De- 
fign, and Effects of theſe Inſtitutions! The Diſtance is no 
leſs than from Eaſt to Weſt, than between real Virtue, and 
the Appearance of it; between partial Obedience, and uni- 
verſal Righteouſneſs; in a Word, between 3 tem poral, 


and f Freun. | 
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be then ſuch is the Nature, Deſign, and Excellency of 
the Office, may we not in the Spirit of Meekneſs ask, Whence 
all this Bitterneſs, this traditional Ill-will, which has paſs'd 
from Generation to Generation among the Children of this 
World againſt it? Since the Genius and Spirit of our Reli- 
gion have been better known, and Men had time enough 
diſpaſſionately to examine, and obſerve the Deſign of: That, 
and its Teachers, why is That ftill a Stone of Stumbling, and 
a Rock of Offenſe? and why do they ftill paſs thro the 
Strife of Tongues ? why are they traduc'd as evil Doers, and 
their good Works evil ſpoken of, even by Men that pre- 
tend to the ſacred Diſtinctions of Reaſon and Virtue? — We 
have ſeen their Writings, Brethren ; we have heard their Blaſ- 
phemies: In them we find they can aſſign no good Reaſon 
for their ill Treatment of us; the 7rue one we are not to ex- 
pect from them; and, I fear, they would accuſe us of breach 
of Charity, ＋ we mould publiſh it for them: Contented 
then with that which has been, more or leſs, the Lot of 
every Man that has dar'd to do his Duty, let us bring no 
railing Accuſation againſt them; but ſteadily and calmly pur- 
ſue the Work of our Calling, be diligent in the Exerciſe of 
the ſeveral Branches, and Duties thereof. You have heard 
tis a Calling worthy of you, and you will find by a ſerious 
Application to it, that as it deſerves, fo it requires all the 
Faculties, and Powers both of Body and Mind to diſcharge it 
well; and wo be to you if you do not! 

The farther Uſe I ſhall make of this Opportunity ſhall be 
to give you ſome Rules for your Obſeryation in the Diſ- 
charge of ſome Parts of your Function; your Attention will 

the better enable you to judge of their Uſefulneſs and Pro- 
priety: And here ſince ſo many excellent ow. are ſpoken 
of, and have been done by n, {ball begin with 
C that 


t 20 1 
that Branch of your Office: I have the more Right to be 
heard on this Head, becauſe, by the Conſtitution, and Canons 
of our Church, the Exerciſe hereof, according to your own 
Choice and Diſcretion, is dependant on the Will and Autho- 
rity of your Biſhop: And here it cannot be neceſſary I 
ſhould premiſe any thing concerning the previous Acquiſition 
of thoſe Parts of Learning, which might ſerve, as TpozaiStuuarea, 
to qualify you for the able Diſcharge of this difficult Part of 
your Function. The Education, which many of you at leaſt 
have had in, and the Vicinity of your reſpective Cures to this 
Place, famous for Learning, and all Parts of uſeful Erudition, 
may juſtly ſuperſede, and render all Caution on this Head 
abundant: It would be injurious to ſuppoſe — that a Uni- 
verſity, which has for ſucceſſive Generations fitted up Men 
able to fill, and adorn the moſt important Offices in the State, 
ſhould ſo fir forget the Primary End of its Inſtitution, as to be 
leſs careful in preparing thoſe of her Diſciples who. are de- 
ſign d for the Church. = 

The firſt Rule then J ſhall lay own ſhall be concerning 
the Manner of ſpeaking. — As the Exerciſe of Preaching is a 
publick Exerciſe, intended for the Uſe of the Audience, the 
Preacher's firſt Care ſhould be to ſpeak ſo, as to be diſtinaly 
heard, elſe the Good he deſigns is abſolutely defeated — That 

lifeleſs (J had almoſt ſaid ſilent) inarticulate Way of Speak- 

ing, which I have often obſerv'd, and as often lamented : 
What Wonder is it, if it ſhould prod uce no other Effect, than 
what a ſtill whiſpering Voice naturally does? if thus (may I 
fay to every one of you) Mandata loqueris. The Poet has 
told you what a judicious Hearer will ſay: The Bufi neſs 
of a Preacher is not to mutter, but to proclaim : He muſt, as 
the Prophet ſays, lift up his Voice, like a Trumpet, if he 
would effectually ſhew his People their Tranſgreſſions : He 
2 | „ tha 


F137. 
that is too ſparing of his Voice, however profuſe, or choice 
he may be of his Words, and Matter, will deſerve no other 
Cenſure, than what the Great Apoſtle paſſes on him, who 
prays in publick in an unknown Tongue; — © He may pray 
or give Praiſes well, but the other is not edified.” = 
Next to ſpeaking with a proper Elevation is, delivering 
what you have to ſay with a becoming Pathos, and Energy: 
What you fay is not only to be heard, but remember'd, ap- 
plied, and practis d; if you would therefore have your Diſ- 
_ courſes affect the Hearts of your Audience, you muſt firſt 
ſeem to be affected with them yourſelyes ; you muſt ſpeak 
no only ſo, as to be heard, but, if you would do any good, 
if you would inftru& to purpoſe, if you would really edify 
your Audience, you muſt ſpeak ſo, as to be heard with Plea- 
ſure, and Attention: No-body will think thoſe Truths o 
great Importance, which are languidly utter d: Tf you ſeem in- 
dolent in the Manner of propoſing them, you may be aſſur d 
your People will be, as indifferent, in receiving them; — are 
they ſupine, and negligent ? no Wonder ; — they learn it of 
their Teachers; Can you hope they ſhould think Attention 
to the Word preach'd their Duty, while by want of a pro- 
per Fervour in ſpeaking, you ſeem to think it ſo little your 
own? There is a wide Difference between Vociferation, and 
a proper Elevation of Voice, between an Enthufiaſtical Agi- 
tation, and a pathetic, decorous Action: The Difference per- 
| haps is eaſier perceiy'd, than deſcrib'd. I hope I ſhall not be 
| miſunderſtood, ſince T ſpeak unto Wiſe Men who can judge 
and diſtinguiſh what I ſay. | „ 
There is another Thing, which, if not of ſo great Impor- 
tance, has its Uſe, and ought not to be neglected — I mean 
a proper erect Poſture, attended with a graceful Geſture © 
Theſe at firſt Sight beſpeak the Attention, baye an inyolun- 
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tary E&a upon the Hearers, and opegabe in favour of the 


Preacher much the fame, as we obſerve a becoming Mien, 
and graceful Motion do in the common Intercourſes of Life, 
in Favour of thoſe, who are ſo happily diſtinguiſh'd : The 
Truth is — Mankind are naturally caught by outward Ap- 
| pearances; and the fayourable Prejudices thoſe Appearances 
create, will remain on the Mind, unleſs, upon a more inti- 


mate Knowledge, we diſcover ſomething diſagreeable in the 


Man, which will, as naturally efface the firſt Impreſſions; 


Near an wan negligent Geſture, and Manner, ope- 


te quite the contrary ; and it has been often ſeen, that the 
unlucky, injudicious Starts, and Motions of ſome Preachers 
have marr'd (at leaſt among the leſs ſerious Part of an Audi- 
ence) all the good Effects which their wiſe une would 8 
otherwiſe have commanded. 

Theſe Things, which J have been now os. may per- 
baps appear to ſome of too little Conſequence to be ſeriouſly 
inſiſted on: Such (if ſuch there be) would do. well to con- 
fider—that, in the Diſcharge of -Religious Duties, God re- 
quires the. beft Performances both, of Body, and Mind, and 
that, as a late Moral Writer has obſerv'd, it muſt be immoral 
not to perform them in the very beſt Manner we are able, 
agreeably to that of the Apoſtle — whatever we do of this 
Nature, do it heartily, as unto the Lord, and not unto Men. 

But, as the Manner of diſcharging this Part of your 
 Fundion 3 is much to be regarded, the Matter of your Preach- 
ments is undoubtedly much more; and he that is in earneſt to 
acquit himſelf well of this Duty, to the Honour of God, and 
the Good of Mankind, will neglect neither: And here not to 
be particular—you will ſoon be determin'd to. a Choice. of 
proper Subjects, by a due Reflection on the End, and De- 
* of n. or teaching i in Publick ; which is the very 
lame 


e „ 
ſame with that of Religion in general — not to employ, or 
amuſe Mens time about unprofitable Queſtions, or Actions, 
but to inſtruct them in, and perſuade them to, all practical 
Points of Faith and Duty: Formerly ſuch was the Care of 
our Church in this Matter, that, by the Conſtitutions of one, 
or two of our Metropolitans, even Preachers, that were 
allow'd, and licens d to preach (for all were not) were confin'd 
to ſuch Subjects, as were preſcrib'd them; and, after the Re- 
formation, this Care was ſtill continued, and Homilies were 
ſet forth, by publick Authority, to be read every Sunday by 
| ſuch of the Clergy, as were not licens'd to preach their own 
Compoſitions ; — but tho, from that happy Era, Popiſh 
Darkneſs wore off, and Light by Degrees has been diffus'd 
among us, inſomuch that Learning, and Knowledge are be- 
come the Ornament (and may Virtue be the Stability) of our 
our Times: This Reſtraint has been taken off, and all in 
Holy Orders are allow'd, with the Biſhop's Licenſe, to preach 
in their ſeveral Churches according to their own Diſcretion, 
without being confin'd to any Particular Subje&, except that 
of the King's Supremacy, which by the Canons of 1603 you 
are oblig d to maintain four Times in every Year : Tho' ſuch 
(I fay) is the preſent Indulgence, founded on a Preſumption 
of the Increaſe of Learning, and more thorough: Knowledge 
- of the Seriptures — yet no one ſhould now think himſelf at 
W * Liberty ſo far to deviate from the Original Deſign of Preach- 
ing, as generally to dwell on ſuch Subjects, as are more pro- 
per to amuſe, and entertain, than inſtru& or reform: — Specu- 
lative, or Controverſial Points are, eſpecially .in Country un- 
learned Audiences, - as much as poſſible to be avoided, as 
- tending more to fill the H&d with Notions, than to rectify 
the Will, and influence the Practice; and moral Subjects to 
be explain d and enſorc d: Leſſons of this Kind are eaſier un- 0 
| | 5 | e derſtood, 1 
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derſtood, inaſmuch as ay are more natural, lie leyel to the 
Capacities of all Men; and their immediate Tendency to that 
Peace, and Happineſs, "which all defire, is by all, without any 
Subtilty of Reaſoning diſcover d; whereas ſpeculative Points, 
or Sciences (as one has well obſerved) if conſider d in, and foe 
themſelyes only, are merely uſeleſs, and therefore no wonder 
Providence has created ſo few among Mankind, that have any 
Talents for ſuch Knowledge. All your Labours therefore of 
this'kind ſhould be directed to the ſame End, which it ſhould 
| be the Concern not only of all Religion, but of all Learning, 
and Knowledge alſo, to promote, I mean—real Virtue, and 
Goodneſs, founded in the Fear of God, and on the Love of 
Man; that Religion, whoſe principal Deſign is not the Pro- 
motion of this Virtue, may be State — or Prieſt— craft, but 
cannot be from God; and that Philoſophy, whoſe Fruits are 
not of this Heavenly Kind, is what the Great Apoſtle ſtiles 
Vain Deceit, fleſbly Wiſdom, and Knowledge fal iy ſo called; 
and conſequently -— that Preacher, whoſe Diſcourſes generally 
turn upon Subjects of an inferior, leſs certain, leſs uſeful, tho? 
more curious Nature, miſtakes his Buſineſs, and wanders from 
the Mark: He may perhaps by this Method, create to him- 
ſelf a falſe Fame, but he will not anſwer the Charadter of him 
whom St. Paul wills to be apt to teach. | 
1 hope no one will think himſelf too much confin'd by this | 
Method, or that the Field of Morality is too narrow a Theatre, 
wherein to diſplay his Talents, either natural, or acquir d, 
unleſs he intrudes, as the Apoſtle ſays, into Things he has not 
| ſeen, and affects to be wiſe above what is written; — unleſs 
he diverts into curious Speculations, into Queſtions that 
gender Strife (as St. Paul characteriſes them); which, as 
they are always fitter for the Preſs, than the Pulpit; ſo 
dor their Utility (to the Generality of Chriſtians at leaft) 
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ſeem too much a-kin to thoſe Queſtions, which Seneca re- 
proaches ſome, both Greeks and Romans, for being critical, 


and operoſe in the Diſcuſſion of, as Matters that carried an 


Air of ſuperior Learning, and Genius; and of which he pro- 
pounces —— that tis doubtful whether it would not haye been 
better for -a Man neyer to have applied himſelf to his Studies 
at all, than to have embarraſs'd himſelf in ſuch as tended to 
cure no Man of his Evil Luſts, and Paſſions, or make any one 
more good, juſt, or beneficent, the forming of which, and the 
like Virtues in the Hearts of Men is the laudable Ambition 
of Chriftian Preaching. | 
But indeed, upon Experience it will be found, that the 
Difficulty is quite on the other Side, and that in fact it re- 
quires, as much (not to ſay more) Force of Reaſon, and Elo- 
quence, of Learned Skill, and Addreſs to teach, to exhort, to 
perſwade Men to live well, as it does to diſpute well, or 
think right, ſince Mankind are much eaſier convinc'd, than 
converted, and will more readily part with ſpeculatiye, than 
with practical Errors. Thoſe great Worthies of Antiquity, 
vho before our Saviour's Time, engag'd in the ſacred Work 
of civilizing, and inſtructing Mankind, had no ſuch Fears: 

They purſued this Plan, and thought it no Diminution of their 
philoſophic Character, or a Diſhonour to their Parts, to make 
Men wiſer by ſuch Leſſons, as were principally contriv'd to 
make them better; Pythagoras, who as Ariſtotle tells us, was 
the firſt that attempted to treat of Virtue, bent his Labours 
(as a late Writer of his Life obſerves) to inſtruct, and reform 
the World, and obſerves —that his Eloquence muſt be very 
powerful, ſince his Inſtructions had ſo great Effect, as to make 
the Inhabitants of a very large Town, deeply plung'd in De- 
bauchery, entirely quit their luxurious Way of Living, and 
betake themſelves to a Life of ſtrict Sobriety, and Virtue : 
Srerates 


6 ad 3 
Socrates too (eyer to be mention'd with Honour by Men of 
Probity, and Conſcience) obtain'd the Character of being the 
wiſeſt Man of the Heathen World, even in the Judgment of 
the Oracle; and why ſor calling Men off from Matters of 
Speculation, more curious than profitable, and applying him- 
ſelf to the Study of Morality, and diſcourſing on it more me- 
thodically, and ably, as is obſery'd, than any who had gone 
before him. The Great Roman Orator ! Did he fink his Cha- 
racter, or diſcover leſs maſterly Talents in his Works of Mo- 
rality, and Philoſophy, than he had eſtabliſh'd the Reputation 


World leſs benefited by the former, than pleas d with the 
latter? For my own part, I confeſs I am apt to forgive Cæſar 
his Attempt upon the Liberties of his Country, as oſten as I 
reflect, that his Succeſs therein gave Birth to the Moral 
Works of that great Man, from whoſe Precepts of Virtue, and 
Rules of Duty, the World might reap ample Reparation for 
all the Injuries, the then Miſtreſs of i it receiy 'd, from the Am- 
bition, and Dominion of the other. 
But, my Brethren, as I intend not to 3 the W 2 
ing of mere Morality, ſo I ſhall not reſt this Point upon mere hu- 
man Authority, for great as theſe Authorities (conſidering the 
| then State of the World) are, we have ſtill greater to confirm us 
in the Choice of this Method, and to animate us in the ſteady Pur- 
ſuit of it: Our Saviour, to whom God gave not the Spirit by 
Meaſure, and his Apoſtles, who were endued with Power from 
on High, employ'd, for the moſt Part, all their natural, and divine 


Gifts in thus inſtructing the World: Throughout the whole 
- Courſe of their Miniſtry, they labour to re-eftabliſh Moral 


Truths in their utmoſt Purity, and Practice, as the One Thing 
neceſſary: They reſcue them from the erroneous Maxims, and 
; corrupt Gloſſes of ond Pharilces, and cflabliſh: them 


upon 


of before by thoſe of Civil Eloquence, and Policy? or is the 
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upon their true Baſis The Fear of the Creator of the World, 
and Faith in the Redeemer of it. 

Our Saviour's Sermons were all plain, and familiar, tending 
to enforce ſome Moral Duty: Every Incident and Occurrence 
were artfully improv'd into a Leſſon of Piety and Virtue ; cu- 
rious, and captious Problems he not only neglected, ©: un- 
worthy the Great Teacher of Mankind, but diſcountenanc'd them 
| in others: When the ZFews upon the Cure of the Man who was 

born blind ask'd him who did /in, this Man, or his Parents, 
that he was ſo afflicted from his Birth? He did not vouchſafe, even 
upon that Occaſion, to determine a Diſpute, which in all pro- 
bability had been long agitated among them, as a Matter of 

Importance, but gave them an Anſwer ſuited more to their 
Wants, than their ExpeQations—the ſole End of that Diſ- 
penſation of Providence was the fame, for which he, and all 
Mankind were ſent into the World, that the Glory of God 
might be manifeſted in him: When, after his Reſurrection, 
his Diſciples ask'd him more ambitiouly, than piouſly, about 
the Reſtitution of the Kingdom to 1/ae/, tis remarkable 
that tho” he had before promis d to ſend the Holy Spirit 72 
them to guide them into all Truth, yet he then nevertheleſs 
tells them—it was not for them to know the Times and the 

Seaſons, the Knowledge of which God had reſerv'd to him- 
ſelf; intimating, that in ſuch Truths only, as were neceſ- 
fry to qualify them for the End of their Calling, — the Re- 
formation of the World, were they to expect Aſſiſtance, or 
Illumination from above. The Hiſtory of our Saviour's Con- 
verſation with the two Diſciples i in their Walk from Zmmans, 
I have always confider'd in the fame Light: Tis there ſaid — 
that our Saviour beginning at Moſes, and all the Prophets 
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the Things concern 
| . „ Now, oonſidering the great Diſputes, that have 
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aroſe ſince among Learned Men, concerning the true Mean- 
ing of thoſe Propheſies, and the various Interpretations, that 
have been put on thoſe Parts of Scripture, how neceſſary 
(may ſome think) would the Continuation in the Church of 
this authentic Expoſition have been: Here would have been 
an infallible Judge indeed to have reſorted to, in all our Con- 
troverſies of Faith; but we find in Fact, the Bleſſed Jeſus, 
and the Holy Spirit thought otherwiſe : There is enough 
written without it, to induce a practical Belief — that Feſus 7s 
the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that is all that can be neceſ- 
ſary, fince (as St. Fohn ay s) thus believing We foals. have 
Life through his Name. | 

_ - Upon the Whole then, will you not much better conſult 
"your own Fame, and the Good of your People (which you 
ought always to make inſeparable) by joining yourſelves to 
the Number of ſuch illuſtrious, divine Teachers, than by 
ſymbolizing with thoſe, who even, in the moſt early Ages of 
the Church, as the Apoſtle ſtigmatizes their Folly, gave heed 
zo Fables, and endleſs Genealogies, which engender'd Strife, 
cauſed Queſtions, and Diſputes, rather than godly edi Hing : in 
the Faith, to the Deſtruction of that Charity, which is the 
End of the Commandments, both of the L and the 
Goſpel. 

This learned Affectation, and Vanity i in running of from 
the plain practical Doctrines, to ſpeculative abſtracted No- 
tions, to high Points of Faith, and Diſcipline, to a zealous 
Contention for Matters of outward Form, and Modes of Wor- 
ſhip, appears to me, to have laid the firſt Stone of that Babel 


of Idolatry, and Superſtition, which quite chang d the Face of 


True, and ancient Chriſtianity; when, from about the Se- 
venth Century downwards, Doctrines of Images, Reliques, 
n of Saints, Pilgriciages, Rights of Holy Church, Do- 


minion 
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minion of the Pope, and other ſuch Points, which dad no 
Connexion with true Holineſs, ſucceeded by Degrees the 
reading and explaining the Scriptures to the People, and raiſing 
_ uſeful Leſſons of practical Piety, and Virtue from them. Our 
Forefathers continued long under this Cloud; and, tho” at the 
Reformation, they happily emerg'd from it, yet ſoon after fall= 
ing into Diſputes, and eager Contentious, about Points, which, 
if true, contributed nothing to the Advancement of true 
Piety, and Virtue; and, if falſe, could tend, ſome of them, 
only to adminiſter Deluſive Hopes; and others, to create 
imaginary Fears, or, what is worſe, to inflame, and exaſpe- 
rate one Teacher and Sect againſt another: This Diverſion at 
that time, from the true End of the Reformation, which was 
to re-eſtabliſh a pure Faith, and uncorrupt, uſeful, and chriſ- 
tian Moral Doctrines laid the Foundation of that Diviſion 
among Proteſtants, which has, more or leſs, ever ſince pre- 
vail'd amongſt. them; and can never be ſo happily healed by 
any Method, as by a univerſal, uniform Scheme off preaching, 
and enforcing the Practice of all Chriſtian Virtue, and Mora- 
lity among our People, as the only Thing, that can render 
them acceptable unto God: This will be ur ſtrongeſt Bul- 
wark againſt the Attacks of Idolatry, and Superſtition in 
every Age, and under every Shape, as well againft Thoſe 
from whom we have ſeparated, as againſt Them who ſepa- 
rate from us: For all Denominations of Chriſtians whatever 
muſt confeſs that God is in that People of a Truth, who 
prove themſelves 70 be in his Son Chriſt Feſus, — not by any 
ſecret Call, not by any Enthuſiaſtic Pretenſes, or arrogant 
Preſumptions; but, by the unerring Mark and Seal of the 
Spirit, viſible to all, by being new Creatures, created again 
in Righteonſneſs and true Holineſs ; — as many as wall ac- 
7 EY to this Rate, Whatever Name, on Diſtinction they 
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may have here, Peace be on them, aud Mergy ; z for 0 


are the true Iſrael of God. 


If you are by this time convinc'd of the 1 U 
neſs, nay Neceſſity, of this Method in general, your 


Judgment, upon obſerving the particular Wants, and F: 
of your People in the ſeveral Branches of their Duty 


point out to you ſucceſſively the moſt proper Topies o 
cqurie, without my being more particular. It cannot fi 


neceſſary to caution you, always to teach the Practiſe o 


tue, and Moral Duties, agreeably to the Principles, anc 
{ion of the Chriftian Syſtem; and to enforce their O 


tion, from a Regard to the Command of God, and the 


of his Favour, and Acceptance through the Merits, and 
faction of Jeſus Chriſt ; and thro Fear of the Divine D 
fure, which, as revealed in the Goſpel, will attend the 


lect of them: Theſe are of the Eſſence of Chriftian Mo 


and diſtinguiſh it from that pompous one taught by him, 


was by way of Eminence call'd the Philoſopher, which 
_ attentive Reader, as one has well obſery'd, will appear 
merely civil, recommended upon temporal, ſocial Con 
tions only, and therefore the Practice thereof muſt nece 
fail, as often as the Arguments on which it was founde 


Nor would I be underſtood to recommend Moral Subj 
the abſolute Neglect of the poſitive Inſtitutions, and p. 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, as if no Truths could be divi 
Points of Duty neceſſary, but what human Reaſon coulc 
prehend, or fully account for ; This would be to comp 
the Authority of Reaſon at the Expenſe of that of R 
tion; and to fall in with the Opinion of thoſe, who 
Reaſon the Standard of all divine Truths, and boldly 
every Doctrine, which they cannot meaſure by that 
Rule; whereas the true Method, I think, of judging 
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Points is to have recourſe to the Law, and to the Prophets =» 


to conſult calmly, and impartially, - like ſincere Lovers of 


| Truth, what the Scriptures ſay thereupon : If theſe, taken in 
their moſt plain, preciſe, and obvious Meaning, declare ſuch 
Things to be true, we ought to believe them, however they 
may appear above our Reaſon, and Underſtanding: If we pay 
not this Submiſſion to the expreſs Words of the Scriptures, we 


muſt, in effect, ſuppoſe them writ, not only in a Manner far 


below what Inſpiration, but (with Reverence be it ſpoke) 


what Common Senſe, or common Honefty would direct; for 
tis to fuppoſe, that they have in Words, when taken in their 
moſt natural Senſe, and Conſtruction, and that too, without 
the leaſt Caution given to take them in any other, declar'd 


ſiuch and ſuch Things for true, which yet in fact are abſolutely 


falſe: If this be granted, all Certainty of the Scripture is de- 


ſtroy'd, and conſequently all Uſe: The fatal Conſequence of 
which, they would do well ferioufly to weigh, who have in- 
vented a Scheme of believing, and defending Chriſtianity; 


and yet thus ſap the Foundation of it, by contending for the 


Right of a more infallible Interpreter of the Scriptures, * than 
the Scriptures themſelves are; But what ?—Ts Reaſon then 


to be given up, as a uſeleſs Thing in Religion? No, in the 
Name of God maintain its Empire ; the more the better, pro- 


vided it be exercis'd over Mens Paſſions, and corrupt Inclina- 


tions, which are its natural Liege Subjects; but extend it not 
beyond its due Bounds; ſuffer it not 'to encroach upon the 
Authority of Scripture; preſerve that facred, and inviolable, 
like Men that have been taught that they « are to be Jav's; not 
""__ by Works, but by Faith alſo. 

Before I quit this Subject, I muſt a to you a 
Practiſe, which I do not know, whether it be at all. at preſent 


into 


into Cuſtom, will contribute very much to the ſucceſs of your 
Miniſtry, that is — for thoſe of you in the fame Vicinity; to 
meet frequently, at your own Houſes, and confer together 
concerning the Religious State of your reſpective Pariſhes, 
and the beſt Manner of carrying joyntly on the common End 
of your Profeſſion; this is a Method, which the Men of Bu- 
ſineſs take, in order to proſecute their ven Vocations with 
Succeſs, and they find their Account in it: And why ſhould 
the Children of this World be in their Generation wiſer than 
' The Chilaren of Light? By this Method you will beſt diſcover 
the prevailing Vices among your People; for the ſame Moral 
Infection, like That, which is Natural, generally ſpreads thro' 
2 whole Neighbourhood ; They: are Both caught by Con- 
verſation, and are not to be ſtopt effectually, but by the united 
Care, Vigilance, and Skill of thoſe who are appointed on 
purpoſe to prevent, or cure ſuch Evils; Now by this Re- 
gimen of adapting your joint Monitions, both public and pri- 
vate, to the particular Caſe of your Patients, you will not 
only beſt prevent the Contagion of bad Example in practiſe; 
but alſo, moſt effectually baniſb, and drive away from among 
you, all ſtrange and erroneous Doctrius; the happy Conſe- 
quence whereof will be — There will be no Place left among 
you, either for Error in Religion, or Viciouſneſs in Life. 

e e here, I might ceaſe all my Inſtructions, where J hope 
all your Labors will happily end; aſter having obſerved to 
vou in the Words of the Philoſopher, (the Prudence of which 
I doubt not you will every one approve) Facere docet Philoſo- 
phia non dicere, et hoc exigit, ut ad Legem ſuam quiſque vivat, 
ne oration: Vita difſentiat, ut ipſa inter ſe Vita unius ſine 
Actionum Diſfſenſione, coloris fit : maximum hoc eſt, et Officium - 
Sapientiæ, et Judicium, ut et ipſe ſapiens ubique par ſi feb idom- 
e the here I — well diſmiſs you, but, as it B 

uty, 


1 
Duty, and as you are appointed for this very thing, to do all 
- the Good you can to the People of God, as well out of the 
Pulpit, as in it, as well by your private Monitions, and Ex- 
hortations, as by your public Exerciſes ; There is another 
Branch of your Paſtoral Office, which I muſt earneftly recom- 
mend to your Care, and to which you ſolemnly engag'd your 
ſelves, each at your Ordination, and that is — to maintain and 
ſet forward, as much as lieth in you, Auerneſs, Peace, and 
Love, among all Chriſtian People: This is cloſely connected 
with the other, for your prudent diſcharge of the firſt will fa- 
cilitate, and help forward the Succeſs of your Labours in the 
ſecond, for as St James ſays, whence come Wars and Fight- 
ings among you, come they not hence, even from your Luſis?.— 
Tis Fraud, and Cozenage, a Spirit of Avarice, and Worldly 
Gain, of Envy and Malice, an officious Medling, and talking 
of other Men, and their Affairs, ſome ſuch evil Cauſe as this, 
which generally breaks the private Peace of Families, and 
| Neighbourhoods : Now if by your Moral Lectures, you 'haye 
effectually taught them to be ſober, and honeft, 16 render to 
all their Dues ; to be contented with ſuch Things, as they 
haue; to be quiet, and do their own Buſt meſs, you have laid 
the Ax to the Root of the Tree, you have ina great meaſure 
removed. the Cauſes of private Strife, and Diſcord, and thereby 
happily ſecur'd this part of your Duty. 

And this peaceable friendly Situation among, themſelves, being 
the Effect of their Religion, and Virtue, will not fail to extend its 
Influence on the Public T: ranquility: For as all Communities a- 
mong Men are, but the Aggregate of ſo many private Perſons, 
ard Families, the Temper and Complexion of the whole, will 
be of the ſame Nature with the conftituent Parts; Men who 
have learnt to follow Peace at Home, will not caſily be brought 


to diſturb That of the Public; thoſe, who know it to be their 
Duty 
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Duty to ſpeak Evil f 10 ken will think it nank * 6, 
nut to ſpeak Evil of Dignities : Such will not reproach their 
Governors, whom perhaps they do not know, nor: condemn 
their Meaſures, which they cannot underſtand ; but ſhew the 
ſame Temper towards thoſe, who are ſet over them that 
they do to their Equals: Their good Actions they will 
commend, and juſtify; their doubtful ones (the Springs, 
and Moti ves to which are hid from them) they will judge 
with Candor, hoping the beſt, and always inclin d rather to 
favour than find Fault; Faction, and Sedition, Such will no 
more encourage in the State, than they would Feuds, and 
Animoſities at home; knowing that the one is inconſiſtent 
with the Character of a good Neighbour; the other, with 
that of a faithful Subject; and Both, with the Duty of a 
ſincere Chriſtian: That ſuch is the preſent Diſpoſition of the 
People of this Land, we muſt have Ears and hear not, Eyes 
and ſee not, to believe; but, that this Harmony is only (if at 
all) to be obtain'd by the Method I have been recommending, 
the Nature (if we unhappily want the Experience) of the thing 
may convince us: _ ; 
And is not Peace, and Goodwill a Work worthy of all your 
Labors to promote? What greater Bleſſing can a good Man 
deſire, on this fide the Grave, than to ſee 7eruſalem the City of 
his God at Peace and at Unity in itſelf; If our Diviſions be got 
to ſuch a Head, that the Symptoms look dreadful, Deſpair in 
the Phyſicians will make them fatal, the more threatning the 


Wounds (which our Diviſions have mate) look, the more di- 


ligent ſhould you be in pouring in Oil, and binding them up. 
And what a laſting Impreſſion to your Honour will ſuch a 
benevolent Conduct J on the Hearts of Men? When they 0 
Toe you, in hs * of Fu heavenly 1 thus going 

; about 
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about doing good, promoting the Work of Heaven by making | 
Peace on Earth, — will not the People bleſs you? And will not 
their Rulers protect you? Nay will they not, for their 
Brethren and Companions ſake, ſeek to do good to the Houſe of 
dur God, when they find both themſelyes, and their Subjects 
receive duch ſubſtantial Good, from the Labors of thoſe who 
wait at it's Altars? 
In a: word, if you thus prove your ſel ves the Friends 
of Government, ye can never fail of being beloved by the 
Government — But if you ſhould (I am unwilling to ſup- 
poſe it) be found, like Others, full of Strife, and .Debate, 
factious, diſobedient, encouragers of evil Reports, marvel 
not, if the World hates you, you muſt expect (for you 
will deſerve) to be treated worſe than Others, if ye take 
no Care to be better than Others: But I forbear to pur- 
ſhe ſuch diſagreeable, and, I hope, improbable Suppoſi- 
tions, and chuſe rather to cone to, as I expect from 
you, ſuch a Behaviour, as your Duty to God, and Gratitude 
to the King demand; from whoſe mild and legal Government, 
and fteady Adwminifh ration, diſcourag'd by no Difficulties, or 
M.iſrepreſentations, (and under which, we in particular have 
lately reteiv d (I hope) a never to be forgotten Inſtance of 
their Affection for the eſtabliſh'd Church) Thus happily ſi- 
tuated, I ſay, (if Men could be brought, but to confeſs the 
Happineſs they feel) all Ranks, and Conditions of Men, 
amongſt us, receive all legal Protection, and Safety, both in 
their Perſons, and Properties; and enjoy the Bleſſing of Li- 
berty, in particular, to ſo great a degree, that daily Expe- 
rience, and Matter of Fact will ſupport me, in deſcribing our 
preſent Conſtitution, as a Roman Writer did that of Rome, 
in ſome part of his Time -— Obverſatur oculis lætiſima Forma 
Reipublice, cui ad W Zabert nibil dbeſt niſi 1 


undi Licentia. 
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* 5 ;Jaying; Falide all Party, and Adidas 5" 2% of Diſtnc⸗ 
unite in defending, and preſerving our: Rights, and Liz 
berties which are in no Danger of being loſt, but by our 
oyn abuſe of them: The preſent (not to fig apprdach 
— 22 Affairs leaves: us, but: this- Alternatiye w hall 
either ſtrengthen the Hands of our-Gracidus Sovereign) in 
+ 0 Vigor to his Councils, and Arms by our Unanimity; 3 
or ſhall certainly, encreaſe both the Number, and Force of our 
Enemies, by or Diviſions 2 I: have t00 good an Opinion 
our Underſtanding, to quppoſe: you," will balance vne 
. which Part will -moſt- become you to take. 


— * r 


May We then, and all the People of the Land, 


Aud ans e cee, Hie pet 
and Royal Fa y, on the Throne, as the only. Means, under 
God, whereby We can encreaſe (that is perpetuate) the Bleſ- 
fings we enjoy, and leave” our. Religion, and Liberty, an In- 
heritance to our Childrens Children: niet. © cent 50 
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